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Arkanum

Preparing future generations of 

Muslim-American teens to be agents of 

positive change in their communities, 

by increasing their knowledge and 

understanding of Islamic principles, 

values, and traditions. 



In the wake of the national outrage in response to violence against African Americans and 
other ethnic and religious minorities, it is clearer than ever that Muslim youth are targets of 
violence, harassment, and bullying. Recently, the story of Shukri Abdi, a 12 year old Muslim 
refugee being drowned by classmates, swept the internet; providing further evidence of the 
di�culties of being a young Muslim-American. Furthermore, many Muslim teens lack access 
to a supportive Islamic community outside of their families. 

As highlighted by Olympian Ibtihaj Muhammad, Muslim youth have the potential to enact 
change in the world as global citizens. It is critical, now more than ever, to implement all the 
ideals Arkanum has worked tirelessly to ensure that our youth become proactive citizens like 
Ibtihaj Muhammad amongst others. 

Why now? 
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Together we can create a safe haven for
Muslim youth in the U.S
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Some Statistics To Prompt Action 
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Survey findings revealed that young Muslims are the least happy and the angriest, compared to youth of 
other faith communities. 

Muslim parents are four times as likely as the general public to report that their school-aged children 
have been bullied

“They call me terrorist and when I get frustrated they say ‘you’re going to bomb us' and laugh.” 
Anonymous 10 years old.

of girls who wear a Hijab or headscarf experienced harassment, inappropriate 
touching, or pulling. 29%

of the American Muslim students surveyed experienced bullying. This is twice 
as high as the national statistics of students reporting being bullied at school.55%

of youth sometimes use a non-Muslim sounding name to avoid harassment. 
Imagine having to hide your name because you are ashamed of it. 29%

(From a survey from the Family and Youth Institute)
headed by Applied Developmental Psychologist
Madiha Tahseen
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Arkanum provides a safe place for Muslim teens to meet and interact with 

their peers and mentors who share their faith and understand their 

struggles. Our programs are designed to develop the identities of Muslim 

teens and nuture supportive relationships to help them develop positive 

values and recognize their strengths and skills.

To develop well-rounded 
Muslim-Americans through 
mentorships to become 
agents of positive change in 
their communities while 
remaining faithful to the 
values and traditions of 
Islam.

To become the model youth 

program for mosques and Islamic 

institutions both nationally and 

internationally. We hold ourselves to 

strict standards of behavior and 

processes so our blueprint can 

succeed when shared and applied as 

needed by the Islamic communities.

∞  Courage 

∞  Community

∞  Spirituality

∞  Skill Acquisition

∞  Adventure

∞  Mentorship

Building Communities
One Child at a Time. 

Our Mission Our Vision

Our Values
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Our History
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Well before Arkanum became the 

expansive, successful nonprofit it is 

today, Abubakr Fakhry was motivated 

to create a haven for Muslim-American 

youth to help them flourish into proactive, 

global, citizens. At it’s humble beginnings, 

this program consisted of a group of six 

friends who launched the first sessions Arkanum, which were attended by 40 
curious teens. In the first year, we gained 180 attendees and over 200 more people 

on the waitlist. The Arkanum team multiplied sevenfold, to welcome a group of 45 
mentors and volunteers to the family. Within the first two years, Arkanum 

successfully took +100 youth to four continents, visiting Spain, Turkey, Malaysia, 

and Dubai.
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After working as an electrical engineer for many years, Abubakr 

Fakhry allowed his passion for youth development to become a 

reality and his top priority. This lifelong dream took Abubakr to 

over 40 countries as he fine-tuned the structure and vision for 

Arkanum. 

As a fellow of the Center of Inter-Religious and Communal 

Leadership Education (CIRCLE) and Boston Bridges, Abubakr 

diversified his perspective on youth development programs. He spearheaded more 

than a dozen adventures with young people from around the world and served as a 

chaplain at Boston University and Tufts University for two consecutive years. 

Abubakr was born in Saudi Arabia and grew up in Egypt, he is a Canadian citizen and 

has been living in the United States for over a decade. Abubakr’s formal 

credits include a bachelor's degree in electrical engineering and a master's 

degree in organizational leadership from Northeastern University. 

Our Founder
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Who we serve
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AGES  12-16.

NOURISHES SPIRITUALITY, CONFIDENCE, AND A SENSE OF BELONGING TO A COMMUNITY. 

OUR CURRICULUM INCLUDES ISLAMIC EDUCATION, SKILLS DEVELOPMENT, CHARACTER 

BUILDING AND MORE.

TRAINS TEENS TO BECOME A ROLE MODEL FOR OTHERS.

TAILORED FOR COLLEGE STUDENTS AND YOUNG PROFESSIONALS.

EACH MENTOR IS ASSIGNED TO 6-7 TEENS.

MENTORS GUIDE AND ADVISE THEIR MENTEES.

AN OPPORTUNITY TO DEVELOP LEADERSHIP SKILLS.

BECOME A ROLE MODEL FOR THE COMMUNITY.

CURRICULUM INCLUDES FAITH, TRAVEL, BUSINESS AND MORE .ARK
Mentors

ARK
Teens
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Our programs focus on building a community, building character, being 
Allah oriented, fostering life skills, gaining Islamic knowledge, and 
understanding social responsibility.

Our Programs
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Weekly Sessions: Each session consists of games, team-building exercises, social time, lectures, Quran 
circles, and annual community projects. Our teens get together to hang out with friends and learn from 
older mentors. 

Day trips: Day outings are all about adventure, entertainment, and bonding. These trips are less structured, 
we let our teens chat and bond with their team. Outings include team dinners, hikes, movie nights, ice 
skating, swimming, sleepovers, and so many more fun activities. 

Retreats: Our weekend retreats have taken us to Vermont, New york, New Hampshire and Connecticut. 
Some of the many activities during these retreats include skiing, hiking, swimming, camping and many more! 
Arkanum retreats prioritize bonding and deep reflection.
 
Ramadan: During the holy month of Ramadan we emphasize teaching one another the beauty of worship. 
We hold weekly meetings to break our fasts with one another, read the Quran, and pray nightly islamic 
prayers. 

Summer camp: At Arkanum’s summer camp we ensure that the kids leave having tried something they’ve 
never tried before all while loving every minute of the experience. 

International trips: In tandem with our sister company, Arkanum Adventures, we take 50 youth to a new 
country each year. We aim to foster personal growth, life-long friendships, and skill-building. Being one of 
our most notable programs, our international trips are packed with learning and adventure. Together we 
have gone sky diving, bungee jumping, elephant riding and that is only the tip of the iceberg.

1 .

2 .

3 .

4 .

5 .

6 .



Significant Impact 
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We have impacted over 415 kids since inception who are now giving back to the 

Arkanum community through mentorship and volunteering programs. Our past teens 

have grown into respectable adults who are role models and change leaders in their 

community. And we are nowhere near done growing.

Arkanum has
∞  

  

∞

∞

∞

∞

∞

Reached over 415 Youths who are now giving back to the Arkanum community through 
mentorship and volunteering programs.

Increased in volunteers from 6 in 2015 to 105 in 2020.

Traveled with 180 youth to 15 countries across 6 continents. 

Held over 354 sessions, retreats and outing programs.

Held over 100 zoom meetings to remain connected during these trying times. 

Established itself as a renowned Muslim group in Boston, providing a support system for teens 

and youth. Our impact is expansive and we aim to become a model for youth groups across the 

country.
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Testimonials
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My name is Mehdi Kayi. I’m a recent graduate of Boston Latin School and an 
incoming freshman at Boston College. I joined Arkanum in ninth grade, and it was 
one of the best decisions I’ve ever made.

As a young adult in America, it is beyond important to have a network of friends, mentors, and 
quality people to support you through life. Floating between two worlds as an American Muslim, 
Arkanum provided me a venue to express my faith and an opportunity to strike a balance in my 
identity. When I think of my closest friends, Arkanum members come to mind. When I’m 
questioned about my religion, I immediately think back to Arkanum lectures. In my experience in 
leadership roles, Arkanum instilled in me an entrepreneurial mindset, adept leadership skills, and a 
commitment to the greater good. In my experience as a mentee, Arkanum granted me confidence 
in my faith, a passion for community service, and an international perspective through travel. 

In Arkanum, the world is our playground. Whether it’s skydiving above the Slovenian mountains, 
bungee jumping under the South African sun, or performing Umrah in the sacred city of Mecca, I 
can confidently say that adventure is ingrained in our mission. I may be a Bostonian by origin, over 
the years, Arkanum has molded me into a true global citizen. 

My story is one of many. Arkanum on paper may just be a youth program, but in reality, it’s an 
extended family. Family never disappears.
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I never thought as a teen I would find a program that I would feel very 

comfortable to be a part of and be able to be my true self towards my 

peers. Alhamdulillah, I found ARKanum in time.

- Beftu Sultan
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The Campaign 
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It’s time to scale up our work and reach out 
to more Muslim Teens in the US

$1 
million

to raise a significant amount of money, and invest it into an 

endowment to ensure that our work becomes sustainable. These 

funds will ensure that Muslim-American youth in middle and high 

school can experience high quality programming in the form of 

learning, exploring, and traveling with like-minded individuals that eventually become 

community and family. Our goal is to strengthen their identity, faith and preserve their 

culture until they land safely on their feet in college. They can engage and learn from 

other Ark mentors if they choose to stick around. 

We are seeking
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With your help, we can 

Hire full-time employees; including a  grant writer to secure funding from foundations and 

donor organizations, a program manager, an international trip director, and full-time 

mentors. 

Replicate the Arkanum model and expand our programs to serve youths in other locations, 

beginning with the Worcester Islamic Center and Islamic Center of New England. 

Increase our capacity to venture on International trips,  resulting in more youth travel to 

new global communities.

O�er financial aid to less privileged teens who cannot a�ord the annual tuition.

Secure a permanent space for Arkanum to ensure the quality of the program.

∞

∞

∞

∞

In order to most e�ciently grow, we understand the importance of investing 

this somewhere that will provide us with continual income. We plan to raise $1 

million and put it in an endowment portfolio to generate potentially 
%10-20 annual return on investment to scale our programs.
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Why  $1 million ?

12

11
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Our Financials

2016                  2017                  2018                  2019

Net

Income

Total

Membership, Retreats etc

Donations

Started serving Juniors, Doubled enrollment.

Summer Program.

Stopped Juniors Program to focus on Teens by the end of 2019.

$ 75,478

$ 7,500

$ 82,978$ 83,344$ 31,677$ 34,215

($ 6,694)($ 32,473) ($ 14,076)($ 30,763)

Expenses
Salary

Program Expenses

Summer Camp

Website & Marketing

Credit Card fees

Total

1 full-time employee

Mentors Compensation

Delivering sessions, programs etc

$ 60,000

$ 15,000

$16,790

$3,000

$2,264

$ 97,054

$ 55,000

$ 9,978

$ 64,978

$ 55,000

$ 9,150

$ 64,150

$ 57,000

$ 16,538

$ 15,000

$1,500

$ 90,038



ArkanumBoston

Community

Learn more at www.arkanum.net
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